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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to examine the factors affecting financial planning among para rubber
farmers in Songkhla Province by studying demographic data, basic financial literacy, the level of
financial planning, and the relationships between demographic factors and financial literacy towards
financial planning behavior. The findings from this study are intended to be used as a guideline to
promote more effective financial planning among para rubber farmers. The researcher, being an officer
of the Rubber Authority of Thailand with direct responsibilities in supporting para rubber farmers,
farmer institutions, entrepreneurs, and stakeholders, conducted this research in alignment with national-
level development plans. These include the 20-Year National Strategy (Strategy Level 1), particularly
in Strategy 4: Creating opportunities and social equality, which emphasizes reducing inequality,
decentralizing development, empowering communities, and enhancing local self-reliance. At Strategy
Level 2, under the Master Plans, agriculture plays a crucial role in national economic security, income
generation, and rural employment. Strengthening the agricultural sector is essential for reducing
inequality and enhancing the quality of life of the majority population. Additionally, under Strategy
Level 3, the research supports key national policies such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
which aim to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all. There are 17 goals, 169
targets, and 232 indicators to monitor progress, along with the Para Rubber Action Plan (2023-2037),
particularly Strategy 1: Strengthening para rubber farmers and their institutions.

The research employed a quantitative methodology. The sample consisted of 400 para rubber
farmers in Songkhla Province, selected through accidental sampling using Taro Yamane's formula. The
research instrument was a five-point Likert scale questionnaire validated by three experts with an IOC
process. The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed with a Cronbach's Alpha coefficient of
0.931. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation, as well as inferential statistics including Independent Samples t-test, One-Way
ANOVA, and Multiple Regression Analysis.

The study found that most respondents were female (52.0%), aged between 30-39 years
(22.5%), married (38.0%), without children (22.3%), held a bachelor’s degree (29.3%), worked as

rubber tappers (50.5%), and earned less than 15,000 Baht per month from rubber farming (28.5%). The



results showed that demographic factors significantly affected the financial planning of para rubber
farmers in Songkhla Province at a 0.05 significance level.

Keywords: Financial literacy, Financial planning, Para rubber farmers, Songkhla
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